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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Blaby  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1967. 

The  vital  statistics  are  based  on  the  Registrar  General's 
return  of  population  of  61,640.  Since  preparing  this  report  the 
Registrar  General  has  given  an  amended  figure  of  64,720.  The 
former  figure  has  been  used  for  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

With  regard  to  infectious  disease,  there  was  again  a high 
incidence  of  measles.  This  is  the  fourth  successive  year  in  which 
the  notification  of  measles  has  reached  a high  level.  The  advent 
of  measles  vaccination  should  reduce  the  numbers  in  the  next  few 
years . 

1 wish  to  thank  Mr.  Galsworthy  and  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  help  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  assistance. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Blaby  Rural  District 


Summary  of  Principal  Statistics  for  Years  1962-1967 


Population 

Birth  Rate  (a) 

Still  Birth  Rate  (b) 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (c) 

Neonatal  Mortality 
Rate  (c) 

Crude  Death  Rate  (a) 


1962 

1963 

1964 

58,490 

60,380 

62,980 

22.6 

21.5 

23.0 

17.7 

19.5 

13.5 

6.0 

16.8 

15.1 

4.5 

13.8 

10.3 

10.6 

10.4 

8.6 

1965 

1966 

1967 

66,550 

60,620 

61,640 

20.6 

22.8 

22.6 

16.4 

16.3 

11.0 

13.1 

13.7 

12.0 

11.6 

12.3 

10.7 

9.3 

10.2 

9.3 

(a)  per  thousand  population 

(b)  per  thousand  total  births 

(c)  per  thousand  live  births 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 
I Ilegitimate 

Totals 


Males 

Females 

Total 

696 

644 

1,340 

32 

23 

55 

728 

667 

1,395 

BIRTH  RATE 


22.6  per  1,000  estimated  population 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

19.3 

19.4 

17 . 2 

16.7 

14.9 

14.8 

14.3 

13.5 

13.0 

14.9 

14.3 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

17.3 

17.5 

20.7 

22.0 

22.2 

22.6 

21.5 

23.0 

20.6 

22.8 

22.6 

There  were  1,395  live  births  against  the  corresponding  figure 
of  1 , 384  for  1966 . 


The  Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1967  per  1,000 
population  was  17.2 

DEATHS 


Males  Females  Total 


Deaths  from  all 
causes 


284 


292  576 


CRUDE  DEATH  RATE 


9.3  per  1,000  estimated  population 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

10.9 

10.2 

9.2 

9.9 

9.5 

10.0 

8.5 

10.6 

10.9 

12.8 

10.7 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

11.8 

11.8 

10.8 

10.6 

11.4 

10.6 

10.4 

8.6 

9.3 

10.2 

9.3 
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The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.2  per  1,000 
of  home  population  for  1967. 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were;- 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1) 

Cancer 

109 

124 

111 

115 

2) 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

and  circulation 

194 

217 

226 

182 

3) 

Vascular  lesions  of 

79 

83 

91 

92 

the  nervous  system 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  accounted  for  35  deaths  - 27 
males  and  8 females. 


CANCER  MORTALITY  RATE 

The  figure  for  1967  was  1.8  per  1,000  of  population.  There 
were  115  deaths  from  cancer  in  a population  of  61,640. 

Cancer  Mortality  Rate  (all  forms) 
taken  in  triennial  periods 


The  following  table  shows  the  cancer  mortality  rate  since  the 


year  1934.  The  rate  is  given  as 


1934  - 36  1.4 

1937  - 39  1.4 

1940  - 42  1.4 

1943  - 45  1.6 

1946  - 48  1.6 

1949  - 51  1.8 


average  for  triennial  periods. 


1952  - 54  1.6 

1955  - 57  1.5 

1958  - 60  1.7 

1961  - 63  1.8 

1964  - 66  1.8 

1967  1.8 


Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 


Break  down  in  age  groups  of  deaths  attributable  to  motor  vehicle 

accidents 


Age  in  Years 

1 - 

5 - 

16  - 

26  - 

36  - 

46  - 

56  - 

4 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

1 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 

Males 

Legitimate  8 

Illegitimate  0 

Totals  8 


Females 

9 

0 

9 


Total 

17 

0 

17 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1967  is  12.0  per  1,000  live 
births.  The  causes  of  death  of  the  seventeen  infants  that  died 
are  as  follows ; - 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  Under  1 Year 


Congenital  Malformations  - 5 

Other  Defined  and  _ 

Ill-defined  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  _ ^ 

Respiratory  System 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infant  Death  Rate  from  1946  to 

1967. 


1946 

34 


1947 

43 


1948 

27 


1949 

29 


1950 

29 


1951 

27 


1952 

25 


1953 

26 


1954 

25 


1955 

15 


1956 

25 


1957 

16 


1958 

19 


1959 

21 


1960 

16 


1961 

13 


1962 

6 


1963 

17 


1964 

15 


1965 

13 


1966 

14 


1967 

12 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1967  for  England  and  Wales  is 
18.3  per  1,000  live  births,  and  is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded 
in  this  Country. 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

7 

14 

1 1 legit imate 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

7 

7 

14 

Neonatal  Death  Rate 

10.7  per  1,000  live 

Still  Births 

births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

9 

15 

I llegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

6 

9 

15 

8 


still  Birth  Rate 


The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  11.0  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 
The  table  below  gives  the  Still  Birth  Rates  from  1957  to  1967. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

14 

26 

18 

18 

20 

18 

20 

13 

16 

16 

11 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  - 14.8  per  1,000  births 
(live  and  still) 


Increase  of  Live  Births  over  Deaths 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

360 

342 

306 

265 

227 

187 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

228 

114 

82 

82 

43 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

226 

255 

467 

578 

616 

704 

675 

907 

754 

766 

1967 

819 
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The  causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  for  the  year  l| 
of  deaths  given  for  each  disease  for  all  ages.  The  highest  total  for 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

All  Ages 

Under 

4 weeks 



4 weelj 
and  un|i 
1 yeail 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

4 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

13 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

35 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

15 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

3 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

49 

- 

- 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

3 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

7 

- 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

92 

- 

- 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

94 

- 

- 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

8 

- 

- 

Other  Heart  Disease 

64 

- 

- 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

16 

- 

- 

Influenza 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

26 

- 

- 

Bronchitis 

27 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

10 

- 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

- 

- 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

7 

5 

- 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

59 

9 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

11 

- 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

17 

- 

- 

Suicide 

3 

- 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

576 

14 

3 
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n in  the  table  below.  You  will  see  there  is  a total  number 
n Blaby  Rural  District  is  at  the  ages  of  75  years  and  over. 


AGE 

IN  YEARS 

5 - 

15  - 

25  - 

' 

35  - 

45  - 

55  - 

65  - 

75  and  over 

1 

: 

: 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

6 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

11 

11 

8 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

6 

11 

12 

15 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3 

29 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

19 

37 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

14 

46 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

5 

4 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

X 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

9 

12 

i - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

6 

10 

27 

- 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

13 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

2 

10 

14 

38 

77 

154 

255 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  year  1967 


NOTIFIABLE 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

Number  of  Cases 

Notified  at  Ages 

At 

Under 

1 - 

5 - 

15  - 

25  - 

45  - 

65  & 

all 

1 

4 

14 

24 

44 

64 

Upw- 

Age 

ages 

Year 

Yrs . 

Yrs . 

Yrs. 

Yrs . 

Yrs. 

ards 

Unknown 

Scarlet 

10 

- 

2 

7 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fever 

\^hooping 

10 

1 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

676 

35 

392 

245 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infection 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal 

1 

1 

Pyrexia 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

Erysipelas 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

12 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  for  the  Year  1967 
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Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Average  per  Year  in  Triennial  Periods 


1943 

1945 

1946 

1948 

1949 

1951 

1952 

1954 

1955 

1957 

1958 

1960 

1961 

1963 

1964 

1966 

1967 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

97 

70 

44 

34 

15 

33 

12 

19 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

74 

131 

164 

111 

87 

29 

19 

13 

10 

Diphtheria 

13 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

393 

216 

525 

232 

540 

342 

665 

720 

676 

Pneumonia 

20 

27 

30 

46 

46 

7 

4 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

5 

4 

0.7 

0.7 

_ 

2 

0.7 

0.3 

_ 

Poliomyelitis 

0.3 

2 

9 

1 . 3 

1 . 3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

4 

3 

36 

40 

50 

25 

12 

14 

- 

Ophthalmia 

0.7 

- 

0.3 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

3 

2 

0.7 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Pyrexia 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0,7 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

5 

10 

2 

3 

12 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

13 

7 

6 

6 

2.3 

2 

0.7 

3 ' 

1 4 

During  this  year  there  were  703  notifications  of  infectious 
disease.  The  figure  for  1966  was  729. 

Dysentery 

There  were  no  cases  of  dysentery  notified.  The  table  below 
shows  the  fluctuation  which  occurs  from  year  to  year. 


1956 

- 

115 

cases 

1957 

- 

4 

cases 

1958 

- 

40 

cases 

1959 

- 

13 

cases 

1960 

- 

11 

cases 

1961 

- 

9 

cases 

1962 

- 

17 

cases 

1963 

- 

9 

cases 

1964 

- 

5 

cases 

1965 

- 

29 

cases 

1966 

- 

9 

cases 

1 967 

- 

0 

cases 
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National  Assistance  Act  1948 


Section  47  - Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of 
Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 


Under  this  Section  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  having 
obtained  authority  from  the  Council,  can  apply  to  a Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  a suitable 
place  of  a person  who  is  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or 
being  aged,  infirm,  or  physically  incapacitated,  is  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  is  not  receiving  proper  care  and 
attention . 

Formal  action  under  this  Act  was  taken  in  the  case  of  one 
lady  living  in  Braunstone. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


for  the 


YEAR 

1967 


INSPECTOR 


BLABY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Narborough. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Blaby  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  conjunction  with  the  statutory  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  the 
report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
principally  in  the  field  of  environmental  health  and  the  associated 
circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  report  clearly  shows  the  very  wide  range  of  the  activities 
of  the  Department  and  the  multifarious  duties  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors . 

Although  specifically  charged  to  carry  out  certain  duties 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  public  seem  to  regard  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  as  the  officer  who  is  endowed  with  special  powers 
which  ought  to  enable  him  to  deal  with  all  complaints  and  to 
rectify  all  matters  seemingly  requiring  attention  almost  immediately; 
such  unfortunately  is  not  the  case,  and  whilst  many  matters  are 
often  quickly  dealt  with,  problems  occur  which  sometimes  take 
considerable  time  and  effort  to  solve. 

Very  often,  the  reasonable  approach  and  the  persuasive  tongue 
can  bring  about  an  early  satisfactory  solution,  but  when  such 
methods  fail  and  a recourse  to  statutory  action  has  to  be  made, 
weeks  and  even  months  can  elapse  before  matters  are  resolved.  In 
such  circumstances  one  wishes  for  the  legendary  'magic  wand',  a 
wave  from  which  would  immediately  put  things  right  - contrary  to 
popular  belief  such  is  not  possessed  by  the  public  health  inspector. 

A loyal,  conscientious  and  enthusiastic  staff  however  does 
help  in  such  matters,  and  1 am  grateful  for  their  support  and 
assistance . 

I should  also  like  to  thank  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the 
Council  and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation,  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant , 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


32,212  acres 
23 


1 . 


Area  of  District 
Number  of  Parishes 
Estimated  Population  64,720 

Number  of  Occupied  Dwellings  22,062 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY 

Mains  Water  Supplies 


Every  parish  in  the  District  is  supplied  with  mains  water  by 
the  statutory  water  authority  - the  Leicester  Water  Department. 

Examination  of  the  eleven  samples  of  water  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  showed  the  water  to  be 
bacteriologically  satisfactory  for  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes. 

Eighteen  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  several 
parishes  of  discoloured  water,  due  to  suspended  iron  matter  from 
the  water  mains.  Upon  referring  such  complaints  to  the  Water 
Department  improvement  was  made  by  the  flushing  out  of  the  pipes. 


Examination  of  Piped  Water  Supplies 


RAW  WATER  SAMPLES 

TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

CHEMICAL 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

CHEMICAL 

Satis- 

factory 

5 

Unsatis- 

factory 

0 

Satis- 

factory 

0 

Unsatis- 

factory 

0 

Satis- 

factory 

18 

Unsatis- 

factory 

1* 

Satis- 

factory 

0 

Unsatis- 

factory 

0 

*This  unsatisfactory  result  was  due  to  the  malfunctioning  of 
a water  softening  and  treatment  plant  in  the  piped  supply  to  a 
large  concrete  products  works,  the  water  supply  being  from  a private 
quarry  source.  After  remedial  works  subsequent  samples  were 
reported  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  general  position  of  water  supply  in  the 
District . 


WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  MAINS 

WATER  SUPPLY 

FROM  WELLS 

No.  of  Houses 

Estimated 

No.  of  Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Population 

22,012 

64,570 

Direct 

By 

Direct 

By 

50 

150 

Supply 

Stand- 

Supply 

Stand- 

to House 

pipes 

to  House 

pipes 

22,000 

12 

64,540 

30 
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Well  Water  Supply 


The  only  houses  still  relying  on  well  water  supply  are  mostly 
farm  houses  and  a few  isolated  houses  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
district  where  no  water  mains  are  available. 

Five  samples  of  well  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  two 
were  reported  satisfactory  and  three  were  unsatisfactory. 

3.  SEWERAGE  and  DRAINAGE 


Every  village  in  the  District  is  provided  with  main  drainage, 
the  sewage  from  the  19  sewered  parishes  being  biologically  treated 
at  11  sewage  disposal  works. 

With  the  improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  Glenfield  sewage 
disposal  works,  such  were  redesigned  also  to  take  the  sewage  from 
Kirby  Muxloe,  and  it  was  possible  to  abandon  the  smaller  Kirby 
Muxloe  sewage  works  during  the  year. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  District  presents  increasing 
problems  of  sewage  disposal,  particularly  the  disposal  of  sludge  from 
the  sewage  works,  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is  preparing  a scheme 
for  the  more  effective  treatment  of  such  sludge. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  the  following  extensions  to 
sewers  completed  during  the  year  and  the  progress  of  proposed  schemes 

In  addition  to  the  new  sewers  on  the  several  new  housing  estates 
a new  15  inch  outfall  sewer  was  completed  at  Countesthorpe , and 
also  the  surface  water  outfall  sewer  in  Enderby  Road,  Whetstone. 

Work  is  in  progress  to  the  sewerage  of  part  of  the  Coventry 
Road  area  in  Narborough,  and  extensions  to  the  sewage  works  at 
Countesthorpe  and  Stoney  Stanton. 

The  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  small  parish  of  Leicester 
Forest  West  is  still  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 


One  small  private  sewage  disposal  plant  and  one  cesspool  were 
constructed  during  the  year,  and  seven  cesspools  abolished. 

In  connection  with  complaints  received  and  drainage  of  premises 
398  drains  were  examined,  357  obstructed  drains  cleared,  6 drainage 
systems  colour  tested  and  1 smoke  tested. 

Pail  Closets 


Grants  of  half  the  cost  of  the  work  of  conversion  were  paid 
in  three  cases  for  the  replacement  of  pail  closets  by  water  closets 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  47,  Public  Health  Act  1936,  and  a 
further  four  pails  replaced  by  water  closets  during  the  improvement 
of  houses  by  way  of  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
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In  addition  21  pail  closets  were  abolished  in  houses  Closed 
or  Demolished  under  the  Housing  Act,  by  Clearance  Area  or  Individual 
Unfit  procedure. 

There  now  remain  125  houses  in  the  District  still  provided  with 
pail-closet  accommodation,  of  which  18  are  subject  to  action  for 
demolition  under  the  Housing  Act.  The  remainder  are  in  isolated 
farm  and  other  houses  where  no  public  sewer  is  available. 

4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  and  DISPOSAL 

The  Cleansing  Department  which  deals  with  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse,  emptying  of  cesspools  and  pail  closets,  emptying 
of  litter  bins  and  street  cleaning  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  quarterly  and  the  few  remaining  pail 
closets  weekly,  a Karrier  800  gallon  special  vehicle  being  used 
for  the  purpose. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  every  parish  in  the 
District  using  a fleet  of  thirteen  Karrier  vehicles,  and  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a centrally  situated  tip  at  Thurlaston. 

Litter  bins  are  provided  by  the  Council  throughout  the 
District  and  are  emptied  weekly,  and  supplementing  the  regular 
sweeping  of  the  main  roads  by  the  County  Highway  Authority,  with  the 
aid  of  a mechanical  road  sweeper,  the  Council  regularly  sweep  the 
other  village  streets. 


A special  study  of  organisation,  work  and  methods  has  been 
carried  out  of  the  Refuse  Collection  service  by  the  Management 
Services  Section  resulting  in  a re-organisation  of  the  service  to 
come  into  operation  in  1968. 

Similarly  a special  Sub-Committee  has  been  set  up  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  to  consider  alternative  methods  for  the 
disposal  of  refuse  including  incineration. 
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5. 


INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES 


The  total  number  of  complaints  received  and  recorded  in  the 
Register  during  the  year  was  1,208,  these  included  501  relating  to 
infestations  by  rats  and  mice  and  73  of  other  insect  pests. 

Defects  or  nuisances  were  dealt  with  at  1,199  premises  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


Notices 


Preliminary  or  Informal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

69 

2 

Issued  during  year 

323 

18 

Complied  with  during  year 

301 

10 

Outstanding  31st  December 

91 

10 

Total  Informal  Notices  issued  341 

Total  Informal  Notices  complied  with  311 


Statutory  or  Formal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

1 

1 

Issued  during  year 

3 

11 

Complied  with  during  year 

3 

12 

Outstanding  31st  December 

1 

0 
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INSPECTIONS  and  REVISITS 


General  Environmental  Health 

Accumulations  159 

Animal  Keeping  and  Pet  Shops  43 

Caravans  219 

Council  Houses  28 

Ditches,  Streams  and  Ponds  246 

Drainage  1,111 

Dwelling  Houses  2,398 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers  121 

Farm  Premises  28 

Food  Poisoning  79 

Hairdressers  46 

Infectious  Diseases  97 

Lay-Byes  34 

Noise  Act  103 

Open  Spaces  and  Refuse  Tips  235 

Offices  35 

Owners/Contractors  Interviewed  167 

Petroleum  Storage  137 

Piggeries  44 

Poultry  Premises  9 

Public  Buildings  and  Public  Conveniences  79 

Refuse  Bins  20 

Schools  24 

Scrap  Yards  15 

Swimming  Pools  6 

Smoke  Control  1,004 

Unclassified  236 

Water  Supply  152 

Total  7,014 


Food  Control 


Bakehouses  and  Bakers’  Vans  15 

Butchers  and  Butchers'  Vans  52 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Kitchens  152 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Milk  Vehicles  21 

Fish  Premises  and  Vans  32 

Food  complaints  38 

Food  Preparing  Premises  11 

Food  Shops  449 

Food  Warehouses  6 

Licensed  Premises  153 

Market  Gardens  3 

Mobile  Food  Vans  54 

Poultry  Preparing  Premises  48 

Slaughterhouses  904 

Total  1,938 

Total  number  of  inspections  8,952 

Visits  by  Rodent  Operator  4,409 


GRAND  TOTAL  13,361 
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6. 


DISINFESTATION  and  DISINFECTION 


Unclean  or  Verminous  Premises 


Pursuant  to  complaints  and  information  received  29  visits 
were  made  to  unclean  premises.  Evidence  of  bug  infestation  was 
found  in  one  case  and  disinfestation  carried  out. 

Pest  Infestation 


Advice  and  assistance  was  given  in  68  cases  following 
complaints  of  infestation  by  flies,  ants,  woodworm  and  other 
insect  pests. 

Disinfestation  treatment  was  carried  out  at  24  premises  for 
the  destruction  of  wasps'  nests. 

Disinfection 


Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  2 cases  following  infectious 
disease . 


River  Water  Samples 


During  the  Summer  months  people  frequent  the  banks  and 
children  in  particular  play  in  the  shallow  rivers  and  streams  in 
the  District,  and  in  order  to  minimise  any  danger  of  infectious 
disease  being  contracted,  swabs  are  placed  in  such  water-courses 
and  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination.  No  organisms  of  the  typhoid 
group  or  other  likely  to  convey  disease  were  isolated  from  any  of 
the  18  swabs  or  samples. 


Faeces  Samples 


In  connection  with  enquiries  into  certain  notified 
Infectious  Diseases  and  suspected  Food  Poisoning,  91  visits  were 
made  and  41  samples  collected  and  delivered  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination. 

7 . RODENT  CONTROL 


For  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  the  Council  maintains  a Rodent  Destruction  Service,  employing 
a Rodent  Operator  provided  with  a fully  equipped  light  van. 

Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  at  private 
dwellings  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  as  a public  service,  but 
fu]l  charges  are  made  for  work  on  all  other  types  of  premises. 
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All  premises  and  lands  owned  by  the  Council  are  regularly 
inspected  and  treated  against  rodent  infestation. 

Inspection  of  Premises 


Description  of  Premises  Total  Visits 


1.  Private  dwelling  houses  3,507 

2.  Business  Premises  372 

3.  Farm  and  Agricultural  Premises  156 

4.  Council  Premises  37 

5.  Refuse  Tips  27 

6.  Sewage  Works  310 


4,409 


Surface  Treatments  1967 


Council 

Private 

Agricultural 

Business 

Total 

Premises 

Dwellings 

Premises 

or  other 

Premises 

Complaints 

received 

3 

437 

1 

60 

501 

Premises 

inspected 

209 

1 , 229 

149 

198 

1,785 

Infe-  Major* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

sta- 

^ . Minor 

tions 

44 

493 

25 

47 

609 

Found  Mice 

0 

19 

0 

7 

26 

Premises 

treated 

48 

512 

19 

54 

633 

*An  infestation  estimated  to  exceed  ten  rats  is  classed  as 
a Major  Infestation. 


Sewer  Treatments 


The  foul  sewers  in  the  various  parishes  in  the  District  are 
regularly  test-baited,  and  treated  where  necessary  for  rodent 
destruction  by  baiting  in  the  manholes. 
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8. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  - SMOKE  CONTROL 


Smoke  Control  Areas 


On  12th  July,  1967  the  Council  made  the  Blaby  Rural  District 
(Glen  Parva)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  4 which  was  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  17th  January,  1968,  to 
come  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1968. 

The  making  of  such  Order  brings  the  whole  of  the  parish  of 
Glen  Parva,  with  the  exception  of  the  South  Ward  into  a Smoke 
Control  Area. 


No. 

Area 

In  Force 

No . of 

Houses 

Other 

Premises 

Acres 

1 

Eyres  Monsell 

Estate,  * 

Glen  Parva 

1st  November 

1962 

1,634 

4 

176 

2 

East  Lubbesthorpe  Ward, 

Glen  Parva 

1st  November 

1963 

209 

3 

78 

3 

North  Ward  (part) 

Glen  Parva  x 

1st  October 

1966 

396 

9 

95 

4 

North  Ward  (remainder) 
Glen  Parva 

1st  Au  gu  s t 
1968 

376 

20 

305 

*Under  Local  Government  Boundary  Review  this  Area  was 
transferred  to  City  of  Leicester  on  1st  April,  1966. 

xincluding  136  temporary  bungalows  exempted  under  the 
Order  by  reason  of  limited  life  under  Planning,  and 
also  26  houses  which  were  transferred  to  Leicester  on 
1st  April,  1966. 

In  a Smoke  Control  Area,  all  industrial  furnaces  must  be  so 
designed  to  burn  smokeless  fuels,  or  so  effectively  mechanically 
fired  or  designed  to  be  as  far  as  practicable  smokeless,  and  only 
the  approved  smokeless  fuels  may  be  burnt  in  domestic  fireplaces. 

To  assist  householders  to  adapt  their  fireplaces  to  burn 
such  approved  smokeless  fuels  the  Council  is  empowered  to  make  a 
grant  of  70%  of  the  cost  of  the  approved  necessary  adaptations. 

The  Council  is  reimbursed  of  40%  of  the  cost  from  the 
National  Exchequer,  thus  both  the  Council  and  the  householder  each 
pay  30%  of  the  cost  of  the  approved  necessary  adaptation  of  a 
f j replace . 
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Prior  Approval 


The  advice  and  opinion  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
often  sought  by  Architects  and  Engineers  on  proposed  chimney  heights, 
as  under  Section  10,  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  the  Council  may  reject 
plans  submitted  under  Building  Byelaws  if  the  chimney  stack  height 
is  considered  insufficient. 

Also  under  the  provisions  of  Section  3 of  the  Act  notification 
must  be  given  to  the  Council  of  intention  to  install  any  new  furnace 
in  any  building  other  than  in  domestic  premises. 

Six  notifications  were  received  of  intention  to  install  new 
furnaces  including  plans  showing  proposed  new  chimney  heights.  In 
two  cases  alterations  were  required  for  chimney  heights  to  be 
increased . 

Prior  Approval  was  applied  for  in  two  cases  and  granted 
subject  to  stack  heights  being  increased  in  both  cases. 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 


From  the  monthly  readings  and  examination  of  deposited  matter 
from  the  Standard  Deposit  Gauge  set  up  in  Glen  Parva  some  indication 
of  the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  that  particular  area  may 
be  obtained. 

As  stated  in  the  report  last  year  the  situation  of  the  Deposit 
Gauge  is  not  ideal  as  the  amount  of  deposit  is  undoubtedly 
exaggerated  by  extraneous  matter  from  adjacent  trees  and  other 
vegetation,  but  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  gauge  in  the  same 
position  in  order  to  compare  the  results  with  the  previous  year. 

In  general  the  heavier  the  rainfall  the  greater  the  amount  of 
material  deposited,  so  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  excluding 
the  two  months  of  exceptional  heavy  rainfall  in  1966,  (October  125 
m.ms.  and  June  81  m.ms.)  and  in  1967  (May  118  m.ms.  and  October 
109  m.ms.)  which  may  distort  the  results  the  average  amount  of 
deposited  matter  in  1967  of  9.5  tons  per  sq.  ml.  per  month  compared 
favourably  with  10  tons  in  1966. 

As  the  Smoke  Control  Order  for  the  area  in  which  the  Deposit 
Gauge  is  situate  does  not  come  into  operation  until  August  1968, 
only  when  the  figures  for  1969  are  obtained  can  the  effect  of  smoke 
control  on  atmospheric  pollution  in  this  area  be  more  correctly 
ascertained . 
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GRAPH  showing  RAINFALL  and  AMOUNT  of  DEPOSIT 
per  CALENDAR  MONTH  during  1967 


Rainfall  in  millimetres 


Deposit  in  Tons  per  square  mile 


JAN  FEB  MAR  APRIL  MAY  JUNE  JULY  AUG  SEPT  OCT  NOV  DEC 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 


9.  MILK  SUPPLY 


Dairies  and  Distribution 


Although  there  are  over  one  hundred  dairy  farms  in  the  District, 
only  3 Producers  retail  their  milk,  most  of  the  milk  produced  in  the 
District  being  sent  away  to  large  dairies  for  pasteurisation.  Most 
of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  District  is  distributed  by  4 large  dairy 
firms . 

The  number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was : - 

Producer-Retailers  3 

(milk  produced  in  District) 

Distributors  3 

(from  premises  in  District) 

Distributors  16 

(from  Shops  retailing 
bottled  milk  in  District) 

Distributors  4 

(from  premises  outside  District) 

Total  26 

Satisfactory  conditions  were  maintained  in  the  1 registered 
dairy  in  the  District  to  which  8 visits  were  made. 

Milk  Samples 


Eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  were  all  reported 
satisfactory,  and  three  samples  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination;  the  three  samples  were  reported  to  be  free  from 
infection  with  either  M.  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella  Abortus. 

10.  ICECREAM 

No  icecream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  but  147  premises 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  icecream. 

Samples  of  icecream  are  regularly  taken  throughout  the  year, 
but  principally  during  the  Summer  months,  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Forty-five  samples  of  icecream  were  taken,  41  of  which  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory,  (40  Grade  I and  1 Grade  II),  and 
four  tests  returned  as  voids  due  to  laboratory  faults. 

In  addition  4 samples  of  ice-lollies  were  taken  for 
examination  - all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

11.  MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  904  visits  were  made  to  the  8 slaughterhouses 
in  the  District,  wherein  38,338  animals  were  slaughtered. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

exclu- 

and 

Weight 

ding 

Cows 

Lambs 

in  lbs. 

Number  killed 

9397 

159 

120 

27,385 

1277 

- 

Number  inspected 

9397 

159 

120 

27,385 

1277 

- 

All  Diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

5 

0 

1 

17 

1 

3690 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3452 

33 

1 

1327 

71 

56,857 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

36 . 7% 

20.75% 

1 . 66% 

4.9% 

5.6% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

89 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.01% 

0 

0 

0 

0.7% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

464 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally  condemne 

d 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Condemned  Meat 


Tuberculosis 


Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcase  Meat 

1 (skin) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 Heads  and  Tongues 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 
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other  Diseases 


Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

J 

Cows 

? 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcase  and  Offal 

Oedema 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Emaciation 

2 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Septicaemia 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Pyaemia 

1 

- 

1 

6 

- 1 

Pyleonephritis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Carcase  Meat 

Bruising 

27 

- 

- 

8 

2 

Abscesses 

- 

- 

- 

16 

1 

Oedema 

12 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Melanosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Arthritis 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

Necrosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Haematoma 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pleurisy 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Actinomycosis 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Actinobacillosis 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic 

- 

- 

- 

64 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fibrosis 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lungs 

Pleurisy 

420 

- 

- 

21 

- 

Parasitic 

32 

- 

- 

693 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

6 

78 

Abscesses 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Contamination 

38 

- 

- 

1 

30 

Fascioliasis 

3 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Livers 

Abscesses 

573 

5 

- 

28 

- 

Fascioliasis 

3003 

- 

- 

1159 

- 

Telangiectasis 

3 

13 

- 

5 

- 

Parasitic 

21 

- 

- 

420 

29 

Cloudy  Swelling 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

Peritonitis 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cirrhosis 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fatty  Degeneration 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Actinobacillosis 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kidneys 

Hydronephrosis 

25 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Abscesses 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis 

6 

- 

- 

- 
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Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Hearts 

Parasitic 

2 

- 

- 

86 

4 

Pericarditis 

32 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spleens 

Peritonitis 

49 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Abscesses 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stomachs 

Abscesses 

18 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Peritonitis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Skirts 

Abscesses 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

28 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Intestines 

Johnes  Disease 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses 

19 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Peritonitis 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

Udders 

Mastitis 

1 

4 

■ 

Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughtering 

All  the  8 private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  fully  comply 
with  the  standards  set  out  in  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations  and  have  been  licensed  annually  since  the  'Appointed 
Day'  for  the  District,  1st  January,  1962,  under  the  Slaughterhouses 
Act  1958. 

One  of  these  eight  private  slaughterhouses  is  a modern  private 
abattoir  at  Whetstone,  owned  by  a large  wholesale  meat  distributing 
firm,  all  the  fairly  large  output  of  meat  therefrom  being  exported 
from  the  District. 

Under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  the  Council  make 
charges  for  meat  inspection  based  on  the  number  of  carcases  inspected. 

With  the  appointment  of  a qualified  Authorised  Meat  Inspector 
in  February  the  pressure  of  meat  inspection  on  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  was  eased,  thus  permitting  an  Inspector  for  full  time 
meat  inspection  at  the  private  abattoir  in  Whetstone  and  full  meat 
inspection  coverage  at  the  other  private  slaughterhouses. 
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Such,  however,  still  involved  overtime  meat  inspection  in 
the  late  evenings  and  over  the  weekends,  and  in  order  to  reduce 
such  to  more  reasonable  hours,  on  9th  January,  1968  the  Council 
made  an  Order  under  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations 
1966  determining  the  times  of  slaughter  to 

Monday  to  Friday  7 a.m.  to  6 p.m. 

Saturday  7 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

No  Sunday  slaughtering 

The  proprietors  of  two  slaughterhouses  appealed  to  the 
Minister  against  the  Order. 


The  following  table  shows  the  steady  increase  in  slaughtering 
in  the  District  over  the  past  several  years. 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

4,139 

10,356 

2,174 

4,988 

14,935 

1,497 

6,708 

15,253 

1,279 

9 , 148 
21,617 

1 , 271 

9,676 

27,385 

1 , 277 

TOTALS 

16,669 

21,420 

23,240 

32,036 

38,338 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  29  licences  have  been 
issued  to  slaughtermen  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals. 


12.  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  Traders  often  call  upon  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  fitness  of  foodstuffs  for  human  consumption 
and  when  an  article  of  food  is  found  to  be  unfit  it  is  condemned 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction. 

Foods  Condemned  and  Surrendered 

Weight  (approx.) 


10  tins  canned  meat  30  lbs. 

71  tins  canned  fruit 152  lbs. 

3 tins  canned  vegetables 9 lbs. 

4 tins  canned  fish  2 lbs. 

288  packets  frozen  vegetables  131  lbs. 

243  packets  frozen  fish  116  lbs. 

372  packets  frozen  meat  160  lbs. 

37  packets  frozen  fruit  13  lbs. 

52  packets  frozen  icecream  8 lbs. 

lard 21  lbs. 

meat  213  lbs. 

cheese  6 lbs. 

eggs 20  lbs. 

Total  Weight  881  lbs. 
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Food  Complaints 


Nine  complaints  of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  unsatisfactory 
foodstuffs  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department,  all 
were  fully  investigated,  but  in  no  case  was  the  food  actually 
produced  or  manufactured  in  the  District. 


FOOD 

HOME 

PRODUCED 

IMPORTED 

NATURE 

ACTION  TAKEN 

Milk 

1 

Dirty  bottle 

Informal 

" 

1 

Dirty  bottle 

Report  to  Committee 

" 

1 

Glass  in  bottle 

Informal 

Yogurt 

1 

Dirty  cap 

Informal 

Bread 

1 

Oil  contamination 

Informal 

" (malt) 

1 

Mould 

Report  to  Committee 

Jam 

1 

Shell  of  snail  therein 

Report  to  Committee 

Cake 

1 

Mould 

Informal 

Canned  Meat 

1 

Hair  and  gristle 

Informal 

Thorough  investigations  into  all  these  nine  cases  were  made, 
including  visits  to  the  complainants  and  retailers  and  interviews 
arranged  with  wholesalers  and  representatives  of  the  manufacturers 
concerned . 

Having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  six  of  these  cases  were 
dealt  with  informally  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  complainants, 
but  it  was  considered  necessary  to  make  special  reports  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  in  respect  of  three  cases. 

In  each  of  these  three  particular  cases,  again  having 
considered  all  the  circumstances  the  Committee  recommended  that 
legal  proceedings  not  be  instituted,  but  that  letters  be  sent  to 
the  manufacturers  and  persons  concerned  in  the  sale  of  such  foods 
requiring  that  extra  care  be  taken  to  prevent  similar  complaints 
being  received  in  future. 

Sampling  under  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  I am  grateful  to 
Mr.  F.W.  Arnold,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Public  Control  Department 
for  supplying  the  following  information  on  samples  taken  in  the 
Blaby  Rural  District  during  the  year. 
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Foodstuffs 


Commodity 


No,  of  Samples 


Milk  31 

*Apples  1 

Beef  and  Vegetables  in  Gravy  1 

Black  Pudding  1 

Black  Treacle  1 

*Caul i flowers  1 

Cheese  Cakes  1 

Crab  Spread  1 

Curry  Powder  1 

Custard  Mix  1 

Fish  and  Chips  1 

Fish  Cakes  2 

Ice  Cream  15 

Margarine  1 

Meat  Paste  1 

Old  English  Grill  1 

*Onions  1 

Peas,  tinned  1 

Pork  Pie  4 

Potatoes,  peeled/chipped  (raw)  4 

Sauce  1 

Sausages,  Beef  1 

Sausages,  Pork  4 

Soft  Drinks  5 

Steak  Pie  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  3 

^Tomatoes  1 

Vinegar  1 

Beer,  Wines  and  Spirits 

Brandy  1 

Gin  5 

Ginger  Wine  1 

Sherry  2 

Vodka  4 

Whisky  4 

Drugs  and  Medicines 

Analgesic  tablets  1 

Earache  drops  1 

Food  Poisoning  Treatment  1 

Indian  Brandee  1 

Nail-biting  Deterrent  1 

Nasal  Drops  1 

Sedative  Tablets  1 

Teething  Balm  1 

Toothache  Solution  1 

TOTAL  114 
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In  addition  to  the  samples  listed  above,  samples  of  milk 
originating  in  the  Blaby  Rural  District  were  taken  at  receiving 
dairies  in  other  areas. 

The  four  samples  marked  * were  submitted  under  the  Pesticide 
Residuals  Scheme  being  operated  for  a period  of  two  years  by  a 
consortium  of  local  authorities.  All  four  samples  were  reported 
to  be  satisfactorily  free  from  pesticide  residues. 

Five  of  the  samples  were  the  subject  of  unsatisfactory 
report.  Three  of  the  samples  of  raw  peeled  or  chipped  potatoes 
contained  excessive  preservative.  The  packers,  a firm  within  the 
Rural  District,  were  cautioned  and,  in  view  of  the  difficulty 
experienced  and  the  limited  shelf-life  of  these  products,  they 
were  discontinued. 

A sample  of  pork  sausages  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to 
contain  excessive  fat  but,  as  the  legal  standard  limiting  the 
proportion  of  fat  does  not  come  into  force  until  1969,  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

The  sample  of  ginger  wine  was  reported  to  contain  insufficient 
alcohol  to  justify  the  description  "wine".  The  facts  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  packer  who  promised  to  amend  the  labelling 
accordingly . 

None  of  the  other  samples  calls  for  comment. 

13.  FOOD  PREMISES 


In  general  the  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  District  and 
the  co-operation  of  occupiers  in  maintaining  such  standard  is  good 
Due  to  constant  usage  and  staff  problems,  deterioration  does  take 
place  and  by  regular  routine  inspections  endeavour  is  made  to  see 
such  standard  maintained.  Many  of  the  minor  items  are  dealt  with 
verbally  at  the  time  of  visit,  but  where  contravention  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  is  found  or  works  of  improvement  required, 
written  notices  are  sent. 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Visits 

Notices 

I ssued 

Notices 

Complied 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers ' Vans 

15 

2 

1 

Butchers  and  Butchers'  Vans 

52 

7 

6 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Kitchens 

152 

18 

19 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Milk 

Vehicles  21 

0 

0 

Fish  Premises  and  Vans 

32 

4 

1 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

11 

2 

2 

Food  Shops 

449 

37 

35 

Food  Warehouses 

6 

0 

0 

Licensed  Premises 

153 

20 

13 

Market  Gardens 

3 

0 

0 

Mobile  Food  Vans 

54 

6 

6 

Poultry  Preparing  Premises 

48 

1 

1 

996 

97 

84 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Of  all  the  complaints  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
those  in  respect  of  nuisance  from  noise  present  the  most  difficult 
to  deal  with,  and  although  by  advice,  persuasion,  informal  and 
sometimes  formal  action  a reduction  in  the  noise  is  generally 
obtained,  nevertheless  very  rarely  is  the  complainant  fully 
satisfied  with  the  result. 

Most  people  will  accept  a fairly  high  level  of  noise  to 
which  they  have  become  accustomed  such  as  traffic  noise  or  noise 
in  their  own  home  and  of  their  own  making,  but  some  resent  and 
complain  most  strongly  of  noise  created  by  neighbours,  from  some 
other  source  or  from  nearby  premises,  particularly  if  there  is 
some  other  factor  involved  which  has  previously  created  a sense 
of  grievance.  In  such  cases  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  put 
reason  over  to  the  complainant  for  the  acceptance  of  an  explanation 
that  the  particular  noise,  which  may  cause  some  annoyance  is  sometimes 
not  such  that  could  be  determined  to  be  a statutory  nuisance  justifying 
action  by  the  Council  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act. 

Although  there  are  reasonably  well  defined  levels  of  noise 
which  may  be  measured  in  deci-Bells,  namely  - 

Degree  of  Noise  DECIBELLS 


Deafening 

100  - 

120 

Very  Loud 

80  - 

100 

Loud 

60  - 

80 

Moderate 

40  - 

60 

Faint 

20  - 

40 

Very  Faint 

0 - 

20 

these  may  only  be  taken  as  a guide  in  determining  whether  a 
particular  noise  may  be  considered  to  be  a statutory  nuisance. 

Many  factors  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  such  as  - 

Type  of  district 

Ambient  noise  level  - general  background  and  traffic  noise 

Type  of  noise  - continuous,  intermittent 

Duration  of  noise  - intermittancy  and  frequency 

Time  of  noise  - weekdays,  evenings,  night-time,  weekends 

and  allowances  made  accordingly. 

Previous  to  the  publication  by  the  British  Standards 
Institution  in  1967  of  the  method  of  Rating  Industrial  Noise 
affecting  mixed  Residential  and  Industrial  Areas  (B.S.4142;  1967) 
the  Public  Health  Department  worked  on  the  general  premise  that  a 
noise  level  of  55  dBs.  during  the  daytime  and  40  dBs.  at  night  had 
to  be  considered  as  acceptable,  but  such  has  now  been  modified  to 
a maximum  of  not  more  than  5 to  10  dBs.  above  the  ambient  noise 
level,  dependant  upon  certain  factors. 
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Nine  complaints  of  annoyance  from  noise  were  received  during 
the  year. 


Noise 

Emanation 

Complaints 

Confirmed 

Nuisance 

Informal 

Action 

Statutory 

Action 

Industrial 

4 

3 

3 

1 pending 

Commercial 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Domestic 

3 

0 

- 

- 

Other 

2 

1 

1 

- 

15  HOUSING 


Information  relating  to  the  erection  of  new  houses,  Council 
houses,  occupied  dwellings  and  rehousing  has  been  obtained  from 
the  Architect  and  Surveyor,  the  Rating  Department  of  the  Treasurer 
and  from  the  Housing  Section  of  the  Clerk's  Department, 

HOUSES  IN  DISTRICT 


Total  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  22,062 

Total  Number  of  Council  Houses  2,534 


NEW  HOUSES 


Council 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Houses  completed 
during  year 

162 

869 

1,031 

Houses  in  course 

of  erection  at 
end  of  year 

50 

834 

884 

Number  of 

Post-War  houses 
completed 

2,534 

10,483 

13,017 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  APPLICATIONS 


Number  of  Applicants  on  List  at  end  of  year  395 
Number  of  New  Applications  during  year  238 

(111  O.P.  Bungalows, 
127  Ordinary  Council 
Houses) 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES  during  year 


Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  384 

Inspections  made  for  such  purpose  635 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  111 

Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  111 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Official  Representation  was  made  in  respect  of  1 Clearance 
Area  during  1967. 

Blaby  - Wigston  Road,  Clearance  Area  No,  27-4  houses 

Forty-five  houses  were  demolished  and  30  families  comprising 
73  persons  were  rehoused  in  1967  from  six  previously  confirmed 
Clearance  Areas. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Reports  were  made  in  respect  of  10  unfit  houses  and  subsequent 
action  taken  under  the  provisions  of  Section  16,  Housing  Act  1157 
during  the  year,  resulting  in  - 

9 Closing  Orders 
being  made,  and  1 Undertaking  being  given. 


Houses 

Families 

Rehoused 
during  year 

Persons 
Displaced 
during  year 

Demolished  during  year 

18 

4 

4 

Closed  during  year 

7 

7 

14 

Total 

25 

11 

18 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 


The  progress  of  Slum  Clearance  over  the  past  thirteen  years 
is  shown  in  the  following  table  - 


HOUSES 

REPRESENTED 

HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED 

CLOSED 

YEAR 

CLEAR- 

ANCE 

AREAS 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

TOTAL 

CLEAR- 

ANCE 

AREAS 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

TOTAL 

1955 

24 

21 

45 

0 

4 

21 

25 

1956 

26 

28 

54 

9 

17 

19 

45 

1957 

9 

25 

34 

8 

17 

15 

40 

1958 

0 

43 

43 

29 

23 

15 

67 

1959 

27 

61 

88 

13 

9 

23 

45 

1960 

26 

34 

60 

0 

60 

6 

66 

1961 

15 

20 

35 

12 

19 

13 

44 

1962 

0 

21 

21 

56 

43 

5 

104 

1963 

29 

27 

56 

8 

26 

10 

44 

1964 

53 

22 

75 

0 

29 

14 

43 

1965 

0 

21 

21 

19 

20 

3 

42 

1966 

40 

33 

73 

60 

20 

14 

94 

1967 

4 

10 

14 

45 

18 

7 

70 

TOTAI 

253 

366 

619 

259 

305 

165 

729 
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REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


1) 

2) 


made 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(l) 


Informal  Action 


Unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as  result 
of  informal  action 


Statutory  Action 


Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

Housing  Act 

Houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Sections  9 - 16,  H.A.  1957) 

RECONDITIONING  OF  HOUSES 

Housing  Acts  1949  - 1964 

Improvement  (Discretionary)  Grant  Scheme 


At  the  discretion  of  the  Council  grants  up  to  £400  may  be 
to  help  owners  to  improve  houses  up  to  the  following  standard. 

be  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free  from  damp; 

have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated; 

have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on  in  the 

dwelling; 

be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying 
hot  water  for  domestic  purposes; 

have  an  internal  water  closet,  if  practicable,  otherwise  a 

readily  accessible  outside  water  closet; 

have  a fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a bathroom; 

be  provided  with  a sink,  or  sinks,  and  with  suitable 

arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water; 

have  a proper  drainage  system; 

be  provided  in  each  room  with  adequate  points  for  gas  or 
electric  lighting  (where  reasonably  available); 
be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating; 
have  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing,  preparing  and 
cooking  food;  and 

have  proper  provision  for  storing  fuel  (where  required) 

Applications  for  Grants  received  during  year 

from  owner/occupiers  13 

owners  of  tenanted  houses  3 

Total  16 
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Number  of  applications  approved 
Number  of  applications  refused 


12 


1 

Number  of  houses  reconditioned  during  year  with 
Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 

Standard  Grant  Scheme 


Grants  are  also  made  by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of 
houses  by  the  provision  of  standard  amenities  up  to  £155,  but  in 
some  cases  where  it  is  necessary  to  carry  out  additional  works  to 
provide  such  amenities  the  grant  may  be  increased  to  a maximum  of 


£350 

Such  standard  amenities  are 

the 

provision 

of 

1) 

a fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a 

bathroom  (Max. 

Grant 

£25) 

2) 

a wash  hand  basin 

(Max. 

Grant 

£5) 

3) 

a hot  and  cold  water  supply 

(i)  at  a fixed  bath  or  shower 

(ii)  at  a wash  hand  basin 
(iii)  at  a sink 

(Max . 

Grant 

£75) 

4) 

an  inside  water  closet 

(Max. 

Grant 

£40) 

5) 

a satisfactory  food  store 

(Max. 

Grant 

£10) 

Applications  for  Standard  Grants  received 

from  owner/occupiers 

from  owners  of  tenanted  houses 

Number  of  applications  approved 

Number  of  applications  refused 

Number  of  houses  improved  during  the  year 

Standard  Grants. 

IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

On  10th  January,  1967,  the  Council  passed  the  formal  resolution 
under  Part  2,  Housing  Act  1964,  declaring  an  area  comprising  99 
houses  in  Harwell  Road,  Castle  Road  and  Church  Road,  Kirby  Muxloe 
to  be  an  Improvement  Area. 

Letters  were  sent  to  all  owners  and  tenants  advising  them  on 
the  position  and  the  grants  available,  and  subsequently  the  statutory 
preliminary  notices  were  served,  giving  both  the  landlords  and  tenants 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  a small  sub-committee  of  the  Housing  and 
Planning  Committee  to  discuss  matters  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the 
houses . 


with 


54 

53 

74 

6 


79 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  the  positon  was  as  follows; - 
Owner/occupied  houses 


(i) 

Already  up  to 

standard 

without 

grant 

15 

(ii) 

Improved  with 

grant 

16 

(iii) 

Grant  applied 

for 

3 

(iv) 

Grant  not  applied  for 

7 

Total 

41 

Tenanted  houses 

(i) 

Already  up  to 

standard 

without 

grant 

5 

(ii) 

Improved  with 

grant 

16 

(iii) 

Grant  applied 

for 

24 

(iv) 

Grant  not  yet 

applied 

for 

13 

Total  58  houses 

Rent  Act  1957 

Only  one  application  was  received  from  a tenant  for  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

As  no  formal  Undertaking  was  received  from  the  Landlord  to 
carry  out  the  specified  repairs  it  was  deemed  that  a Certificate 
of  Disrepair  was  in  operation. 

Following  the  service  of  a statutory  notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  the  necessary  repairs  were  however  eventually  carried 
out . 

16.  RESIDENTIAL  CARAVANS 


Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960 
there  were  the  following  licensed  sites  in  the  District  in  1967. 

Single  caravan  sites  - 14 

Two  caravan  site  - 1 

Twenty  caravan  site  - 1 

in  addition  to  the  Council  caravan  site  at  Countesthorpe  with  10 
caravans  thereon. 

The  actual  number  of  caravans  stationed  on  licensed  sites  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  46. 
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Itinerant  Caravanners 


Although  there  was  no  mass  influx  of  itinerant  caravanners 
into  the  District  in  1967  as  in  the  previous  year,  groups  of  around 
six  caravans  regularly  made  their  appearance,  generally  settling 
in  lay-byes  on  the  main  roads  and  on  the  verges  of  the  by-ways. 

The  Police  co-operated  by  moving  these  various  groups  on 
after  due  time  to  ensure  that  they  did  not  settle  more  permanently 
on  these  sites. 

Unfortunately  these  itinerants  left  the  lay-byes  and  verges 
in  a most  deplorable  litter-strewn  condition,  necessitating  clearing 
up  after  they  had  departed  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the 
Council . 

17  THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


In  connection  with  the  administration  of  this  Act  further 
inspections  of  Offices  and  Shops  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
in  all  204  visits  being  made. 

Whereas  no  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  was  found, 
informal  notices  were  issued  in  respect  of  78  minor  contraventions. 


CLASS  OF 

Number 

Number  Employed 

PREMISES 

Registered 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Offices 

15 

106 

48 

154 

Retail  Shops 

156 

229 

323 

552 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses 

5 

23 

8 

31 

Catering  Establishments 
Canteens 

23 

214 

231 

445 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

2 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

200 

574 

611 

1 , 185 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  Eound 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Foun( 

4 

Cleanliness  0 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

1 

5 

Overcrowding  1 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

0 

6 

Temperature  2 

15 

Eating  Eacilities 

0 

7 

Ventilation  6 

16 

Eloors,  passages,  stairs 

8 

8 

Lighting  1 

17 

Eencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

1 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  6 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons  ^ 
from  dangerous  machinery 

10 

Washing  facilities  4 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 
working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

0 

11 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  1 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

0 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation  5 

24 

First  Aid 

General  Provisions 

16 

Other  Matters 

24 

L 

TOTAL 

78 

Reported  Accidents 

There  were  no  accidents  reported  under  the  Act  in  1967. 
18.  HAIRDRESSING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


Byelaws  are  in  operation  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  for  securing  cleanliness  in  hairdressers  and  barber's 
premises . 

In  general  the  33  premises  in  the  District  are  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  condition;  letters  were,  however,  sent  in  seven 
cases  recommending  minor  improvements. 

19  . SWIMMING  BATHS 

Although  there  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District, 
swimming  pools  have  been  built  at  two  County  Schools,  Enderby  - 
Brockington  and  Braunstone  - Winstanley.  The  public  do  not  have  a 
direct  use  of  such  swimming  pools,  but  in  addition  to  the  school 
children,  several  organisations  connected  with  the  schools  and 
Community  Colleges  have  the  use  after  school  hours. 

Regular  checks  are  made  of  the  swimming  bath  water  to  ensure 
the  correct  degree  of  chlorination. 


I 


20. 


PET  SHOPS  and  ANIMAL  BOARDING 


Two  shops  where  pet  animals  are  offered  for  sale  are  licensed 
under  the  Pet  Animals  Act  1951,  and  8 premises  where  dogs  and  cats 
are  boarded  licensed  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 
1963. 


All  premises  are  maintained  up  to  the  recommended  standards. 

21 . PETROLEUM 

All  places  where  petroleum  spirit  and  inflammable  petroleum- 
based  mixtures  are  stored  are  controlled  by  the  Council  by  the  issue 
of  annual  licences  under  the  Petroleum  Act  and  Regulations. 

The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Association  for  Petroleum  Acts 
Administration,  an  organisation  set  up  in  an  endeavour  to  secure 
uniformity  in  the  application  of  the  Code  of  Principles  of 
Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions  issued  by  the  Home  Office 
relating  to  petroleum  installations. 

Tests  were  applied  to  8 petrol  tanks  during  the  year  and 
186  visits  were  made  to  the  80  licensed  petroleum  installations 
and  stores  in  the  District. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  Respect  of  the  Year  1967  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Blaby  in  the  County  of  Leicester 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act  1937  - 1959 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

0 

- 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

198 

113 

8 

0 

(lii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

7 

7 

0 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

205 

120 

8 

0 
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2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 

which  1 

prosecutions  i 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

0 

0 

” 

” 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

13 

14 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

14 

15 

0 

0 

0 

45 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

out- 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
110  (1) 
(c) 

(2) 

No . of 

cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 

lists 

to  the 

Council 

(3) 

No . of 

prose- 

cutions 

for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No . of 

inst- 

ances 

of 

work 

in 

unwho- 

lesome 

prem- 

ises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing^! 

Making 

191 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

apparel ] 

etc . 

Cleaning 

and 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Washing 

Light  Engineering 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

192 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Outworkers  - August  Return  1967 


Nature  of  Work 

Outworkers  employed 
by  firms  in  District 

Outworkers  employed  by 
firms  outside  District 

Wearing  Apparel 

Hosiery 

7 

95 

Boots  and  Shoes 

3 

27 

Knitwear 

0 

38 

Gloves 

0 

1 

Clothing 

0 

12 

Corsetry  and  elastic 

0 

8 

Light  Engineering 

0 

1 

f'OTAL 

10 

182 

TOTAL  192 
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Produced  and  Printed  at  the  Offices 

of  the 

Blaby  Rural  District  Council 

Narborough,  Leicester. 
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